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SUB J : POPE PAUL'S MESSAGE TO CODEL ROSENTHAL 

1 . ON APRIL 26, POPE PAUL GRANTED PRIVATE AUDIENCE TO GROUP 
OF 1 1 CONGRESSMAN, THEIR WIVES AND STAFF. TEXT OF POPE'S 
FORMAL REMARKS TO GROUP IS AS FOLLOWS: 

QUOTE 

DEAR FRIENDS, 

YOU HAVE ASKED TO VISIT US DURING YOUR STAY IN ROME, AND 
WE ARE HAPPY TO BE ABLE TO ACCEDE TO YOUR REQUEST. WE 
WELCOME YOU BOTH AS FRIENDS AND AS REPRESENTATIVES OF THE 
CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES-MEMBERS OF THE LEGISLATIVE 
BRANCH OF YOUR GOVERNMENT. WE EXTEND OUR WELCOME ALL THE MORE 
CORDIALLY AT A TIME WHEN YOU AND YOUR FELLOW-CITIZENS ARE 
CELEBRATING THE BICENTENNIAL OF YOUR NATION. 

ADDRESSING YOU AS LEGISLATORS OF AMERICA WE WILLINGLY SPEAK 
TO YOU A WORD OF ENCOURAGEMENT, EXHORTING YOU TO MAINTAIN WITH 
REVERENCE AND PRIDE THE SALUTARY TENETS ON WHICH YOUR 
COUNTRY WAS ESTABLISHED. AT EVERY TURN, YOUR BICENTENNIAL 
SPEAKS TO YOU OF MORAL PRINCIPLES, RELIGIOUS 
CONVICTIONS, INALIENABLE RIGHTS GIVEN BY THE CREATOR. 

OF NECESSITY YOUR ANNIVERSARY ENGAGES THE REFLECTION OF ALL 
CITIZENS ON THE EQUALITY OF HUMAN DIGNITY AND DESTINY, AND ON 
THE RICH ETHNIC BACKGROUND OF THE UNITED STATES. AND YOU 
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ON THE ROLE OF GOVERNMENT, AS INSTITUTED PRECISELY TO SECURE 
FOR ALL THE PEOPLE INALIENABLE RIGHTS-AND ' AMONG THESE ARE 
LIFE, LIBERTY AND THE PURSUIT OF HAPPINESS". BY THE SACRED 
TRUST COMMITTED TO YOU BY THE PEOPLE, AND IN LOYALTY TO YOUR 
VERY DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE, YOU HAVE BEEN CALLED TO 
THE SERVICE OF DEFENDING LIFE AND OF PROMOTING 
TRUE LIBERTY AND HAPPINESS AMONG YOUR PEOPLE. AND WE CANNOT 
BUT PRAISE THE SIGNIFICANCE OF YOUR GESTURE AS ONCE AGAIN YOU 
PLEDGE ALLEGIANCE TO A REPUBLIC THAT IS "ONE NATION UNDER GOD". 

WE EARNESTLY HOPE THAT THESE REFLECTIONS AND THIS COMMEMORATION 
OF YOUR BICENTENNIAL WILL CONSTITUTE A REDEDICATION TO THOSE 
SOUND MORAL PRINCIPLES FORMULATED BY YOUR FOUNDING FATHERS AND 
ENSHRINED FOREVER IN YOUR HISTORY. THERE IS SO MUCH IN YOUR 
TRADITION TO URGE YOU TO LOOK FORWARD TO THE FUTURE WITH TRUST 
IN GOD. MAY YOUR LAND BE INDEED A LAND OF UPRIGHT CONDUCT IN 
PERSONAL AND PUBLIC LIFE-A LAND WHERE TRUTH IS RESPECTED, 

AND WHERE BROTHERLY LOVE IS THE CRITERION OF GREATNESS. WE 
WILLINGLY JOIN OUR VOICE TO YOUR OWN PRAYERFUL EXPRESSION OF 
CHALLENGE AND RESOLUTION: "AMERICA* "AMERICA* AMERICA* GOD 
MEND THINE EVERY FLAW, CONFIRM THY SOUL IN SELF-CONTROL. THY 
LIBERTY IN LAW." 

AND MAY YOU, THE LAWMAKERS OF THIS LAND, AND ALL YOUR ILLUS- 
TRIOUS COLLEAGUES IN GOVERNMENT, RECALL WITH PRIDE YOUR ROLE 
OF SERVICE, AND FULFILL WITH DIGNITY YOUR SOLEMN CHARGE BEFORE 
THE PEOPLE. 

IN OUR OWN ROLE OF A UNIVERSAL MINISTRY AND OF WORLDWIDE 
SERVICE TO HUMAITY —AS A FRIEND OF YOUR PEOPLE AND EVERY 

PEOPLE— IT IS OUR PRAYER THAT AMERICA MAY GO FORWARD TO A NEW ERA, 
HUMBLY EXPRESSING GRATITUDE FOR THE IMMENSE BLESSINGS RECEIVED 
FROM THE CREATOR. WITH OPENNESS AND CONCERN FOR THE NEEDS 
OF THE WORLD, MAY SHE GUARD THE SPIRITUAL AND MORAL HERITAGE 
OF HER PAST, IN ORDER TO ENSURE A FUTURE "WITH LIBERTY AND 
JUSTICE FOR ALL". 

UNQUOTE. 

2. IN BRIEF EXTEMPORANEOUS REMARKS, POPE RECALLED PLEASANT 
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MEMORIES OF HPS PAST VISITS TO U.S., PAID HOMAGE TO AMERICA'S 
COMPASSION AND THE ASSISTANCE WHICH U.S. RENDERED TO WORLD S 
NEEDY, AND EXPRESSED HOPE THAT U.S. WILL CONTINUE COMMITMENT 
TO PURSUIT OF WORLD PEACE AND JUSTICE. 

3. COMMENT: WE HAVE BEEN TOLD THAT POPE PAUL ALSO WANTED TO 
GRANT AUDIENCE TO CODEL O'NEILL WHICH VISITED ROME APRIL 17-20. 
UNFORTUNATELY, CODEL COULD NOT ADJUST SCHEDULE FOR ARRIVAL 
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APRIL 14. NEVERTHELESS, GROUP WAS EXTENDED MANY COURTESIES 
AT VATICAN, INCLUDING SPECIAL SECTION NEAR ALTAR FOR EASTER 
SERVICE AT ST. PETER'S AND EXCLUSIVE HOLIDAY OPENING OF 
SISTINE CHAPEL FOR GROUP'S VISIT.VOLPE 
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